
The U.S.-Pakistan Centers for Advanced Studies in Energy (USPCASE) is a 
partnership between Arizona State University (ASU) and two leading Pakistani 
universities; the National University of Sciences and Technology (NUST) and 
the University of Engineering and Technology (UET) Peshawar. It aims to 
focus on applied research relevant to Pakistan’s energy needs and serve as a 
bridge between the government, industry and academia. The program has 
multiple goals ranging from curriculum development, research, establishment 
of new laboratories, and student and faculty exchange programs.  

With guidance from ASU’s Ira A. Fulton Schools of Engineering and under the 
umbrella of the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan, the centers at both 
NUST and UET are expected to become Pakistan’s premier sustainable 
energy think tanks. Sound governance and modernized curriculum and 
teaching strategies and methods will produce skilled graduates and applied 
research. It will set new standards for supporting success of both women 
and disadvantaged youth in the engineering profession. 
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Welcome to the first 
issue of Energizer 
newsletter, published by 
USPCASE at ASU. This 
newsletter will serve to inform our readers 
about the progress of USPCASE, 
enhance collaboration and ties with our 
stakeholders, and most importantly, 
communicate the impact of this great 
partnership to help solve Pakistan’s 
energy challenges. I am happy to share 
the project has made great strides since 
its inception and I want to thank you for 
your support as we move along our 
journey to help unlock Pakistan’s 
economic potential through an educated 
and involved workforce in the energy 
sector. Happy reading! - Dr. Sayfe Kiaei 
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This new partnership presents a tremendous opportunity to help solve Pakistan's deepening 
energy challenges and identify new ways to develop more reliable power production

Senator John McCain at the launch of USPCASE at ASU. 



Pakistani exchange  students arrive in the U.S.

USPCASE is supporting 
energy-specific research that relates 
directly to ongoing and anticipated 
challenges that affect the lives of 
Pakistanis and impede economic 
growth. This work will range from 
resolving discrete problems that affect 
households or businesses, to broader 
capacity issues that constrain service 
delivery and growth in the energy 
sector of Pakistan. The research 
carried out will redirect researchers’ 
focus away from overly theoretical 
concepts and toward innovative 
applied research solutions that are 
sustainable. 

ASU, NUST and UET recently 
announced research grants through a 
nationwide call for research 
proposals across Pakistan. These 
research grants will provide academic 
researchers working with the 
Pakistani industry an opportunity to 
conduct independent energy-related 
research that will address the 
day-to-day energy challenges faced 
by Pakistanis. The research projects 
will focus on power systems, energy 
policy, solar energy, solar 
photovoltaic systems, thermal energy 
and energy materials. The first grants 
will be awarded in March 2016.

More than 27 students and faculty from 
NUST and UET Peshawar arrived at ASU 
and Oregon State University (OSU) to 
spend a semester as part of the 
USAID-funded exchange program. The 
visiting scholars will carry out 
energy-specific research at state of the 
art laboratories at ASU and OSU. Over 
the next four years, 200 energy 
engineering graduate students and 
faculty from NUST and UET Peshawar 
will each spend a semester in the U.S. 

Supporting applied research

   The centers at both NUST 
and UET Peshawar will 

become  premier sustainable 
energy think tanks that will 

harness practical solutions for 
Pakistan’s  current and future 

energy needs

Donald “Larry” Sampler
Assistant to the Administrator for the 
Office of Afghanistan and Pakistan 

Affairs, USAID

USPCASE announces energy research grants in Pakistan 

In the Spotlight

   I’ve always thought the focus of all research should 
be on how something is going to affect your 

community, what the real-world application is... I see a 
lot of that kind of purpose-driven research here at 

ASU, and that’s something I look forward to applying 
back home

Warda Mushtaq
NUST Exchange Student at ASU 
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Building bridges

ASU organized a three-day technical 
workshop on Solar Photovoltaic 
Systems in Islamabad. Dr. Sayfe Kiaei 
led the workshop that was attended by 
75 participants, which included 
students, faculty and representatives 
from the industry. The workshop 
included sessions on solar data 
assessments, high precision 

equipment installation, power 
management systems and related 
simulation tools. Resource persons 
from the Pakistani industry also 
contributed during the workshop. This 
was the first of a series of technical 
workshops that ASU will facilitate over 
the life of the project. 

ASU organized a two-week visit to 
the United States for senior officials 
from USAID, the Higher Education 
Commission of Pakistan, NUST and 
UET. The delegation comprised of 
USAID/Pakistan’s Senior Education 
Advisor, Senior Advisor to the Higher 
Education Commission, UET 
Peshawar’s vice chancellor, NUST’s 
pro-rector for planning and 

development and USPCASE staff 
from all three universities. The 
delegation spent the first four days in 
Washington D.C., where ASU had 
arranged meetings with the following 
organizations/institutes/individuals. 
The delegation then proceeded to 
Oregon State University (OSU) and 
ASU to become better acquainted 
with faculty and research facilities. 

 USAID
 U.S. Department of State 
 Woodrow Wilson International 

Center for Scholars
 The Atlantic Council 
 Mott MacDonald 
 U.S. Pakistan Business Council 
 Capitol Hill
 U.S. Global Leadership Council 
 Pakistan’s Ambassador to the U.S. 

Capacity
building
ASU facilitates 3-day
training workshop on Solar 
Photovoltaic Systems

Being facilitated by 
international faculty, and 
representatives for the 
industry, broadened my 
understanding of the 

modern world’s research, 
analysis and development

Farhan Ahmad
Graduate Engineering Student, NUST

3  |  Energizer Newsletter  |  Vol. 1



     This partnership exemplifies ASU’s commitment to access, excellence 
and impact—not just in Arizona but also around the world

Sethuraman “Panch” Panchanathan
Senior Vice-President for Knowledge Enterprise Development at ASU

uspcase.asu.edu

For feedback, questions and media queries:
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USPCASE launches at Arizona State University
ASU officially launched the 
USPCASE program at large 
ceremony organized at its Tempe 
campus. Approximately 300 
participants including Senator John 
McCain, Donald “Larry” Sampler, 
Assistant to the Administrator for the 
Office of Afghanistan and Pakistan 
Affairs at USAID, representatives from 
leading U.S. energy firms, members of 

the Pakistani diaspora, ASU faculty 
and students attended the launch. 
Kurt Volker, former U.S. Ambassador 
to NATO and director of ASU’s 
McCain Center for International 
Leadership presided over the 
ceremony. During the event, vice 
chancellor for UET, the pro-rector of 
NUST, the Director of ASU’s Julie 
Ann Wrigley Global Institute of 

Sustainability and USAID/Pakistan’s 
senior education advisor took part in a 
panel discussion regarding 
USPCASE and how it will help 
confront the issues around Pakistan’s 
energy needs. A question and answer 
session with the audience followed 
the panel. Liz Schrayer, President and 
CEO of the U.S. Global Leadership 
Coalition, offered closing remarks.


